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Save the Redwoods League Secures Unique Opportunity to Protect 

More than 3,100 Acres of Threatened Coast Redwoods, Five Miles of 

Northern California Coastline 
 

Nonprofit seeks to raise $43.4 million for acquisition and stewardship of Lost 

Coast Redwoods property in Mendocino County 
 

Potential for future public access along the famed Lost Coast 

 

 
The Lost Coast Redwoods property near Rockport, California.  
Photo by Max Whittaker, courtesy of Save the Redwoods League 

 

San Francisco, Calif. (December 9, 2021) — Save the Redwoods League today announced it 

has secured a rare opportunity to purchase and permanently protect the 3,181-acre Lost 

Coast Redwoods property, which spans five miles of rugged, undeveloped Northern 

California coastline in Mendocino County. The League has negotiated an agreement to buy 

the ecologically and culturally significant coastal landscape from timberland owner Soper 

Company. The nonprofit must raise $36.9 million by December 31 to fund the purchase and 
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secure a total of $43.4 million to support the stewardship of the property as part of the 

protected mosaic of California’s famed Lost Coast. Every donation made before the 

December 31 deadline, up to a total of $1 million, will be matched dollar-for-dollar. 

“The Lost Coast Redwoods property is the largest privately owned California coastline in the 

coast redwood range and the League’s highest priority land acquisition,” said Sam Hodder, 

president and CEO of Save the Redwoods League. “The property’s expansive redwood 

forest, spanning 5 miles of spectacular California coastline, was under direct threat of 

accelerated harvesting or development. We must act quickly to ensure these mature 

second-growth redwoods continue on a path to becoming an old-growth redwood forest 

for future generations.” 

 

Lost Coast Redwoods: A Conservation Priority 

Soper Company originally purchased the Lost Coast Redwoods property, known to the 

timberland owner as DeVilbiss Ranch, for its unique coastal presence. The company has 

utilized the property for timber production since 1963.  

Most of the property had been aggressively logged in prior decades, and the Soper 

Company focused its work subsequently on developing a sustainably managed redwood 

forest. It was the first California timber company to practice sustainable forestry through 

ethical stewardship, and it led the timber industry in science-based innovation and land 

management practices that foster sustainable forests and healthy salmon habitat. Soper 

Company was also the first California-based timber company to plant one million trees. 

“This sale represents a unique opportunity to purchase more than 5 miles of California 

coastline inclusive of beaches, trails, open space, streams and a high concentration of 

quality timber,” said Aric Starck, executive chairman of Soper Company. “We are pleased to 
partner on this acquisition with Save the Redwoods League.” 

Much of the property’s 2,250-acre forest is now home to second-growth coast redwoods, 

Douglas-fir and grand fir, ranging in age from 80 to 100 years, with large, old-growth trees 

scattered throughout. The forested hillsides overlook coastal prairies and steep bluffs that 

lead down to a vast secluded beach and seascape. 

Zoned for timber and agricultural management, the Lost Coast Redwoods property 

contains large trees that amount to millions of board feet of high-quality timber. Given its 

proximity to Highway 1 and well-maintained interior roads, the land faced an immediate 

threat of aggressive logging if acquired by another buyer that does not share the Soper 

Company‘s value of sustainable management. 

“We are thrilled to work with Soper Company and appreciate having the opportunity to 

acquire this special place,” Hodder said. “This acquisition is a rare moment, indeed: We 

have the chance to save a quintessential piece of the California coast for future 

generations. Had this deal gone another way, this property would be under direct and 

immediate threat of accelerated redwood harvesting. This forested landscape needs to 

continue to heal and be protected forever.” 
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DeVilbiss family established a ranch here in the late 19th century, and Soper Company has 

managed the property for timber production since 1963. 

 

Funding the Protection of Lost Coast Redwoods 

Save the Redwoods League has secured an agreement to purchase the Lost Coast 

Redwoods property for $36.9 million and is seeking to raise a total of $43.4 million in 

support of the acquisition and stewardship of the property. The League is pursuing 

contributions and financing toward the purchase by December 31, 2021, and will continue 

fundraising to support the remaining acquisition and stewardship costs in 2022. 

The League has already secured more than $10 million in private donations for this project. 

The public can learn more about Lost Coast Redwoods and donate to support its 

protection and stewardship on the Save the Redwoods League website. Every donation, up 

to a total of $1 million, will be matched dollar-for-dollar by Ralph Eschenbach and Carol Joy 

Provan, honorary chairs for the Forever Forest Campaign through the end of the year. 

Lost Coast Redwoods is an initiative of Forever Forest: The Campaign for the Redwoods, a 

comprehensive campaign launched by Save the Redwoods League in January 2020 to 

garner support for the organization’s ambitious vision for the next century of redwoods 

conservation. The League’s goal is to raise $120 million by March 2022 to fund the first years 

of this centennial vision, which includes protecting entire landscapes through large-scale, 

strategic land acquisitions; restoring young redwood forests to become the old-growth 

forests of the future; and connecting all people with the beauty and power of the redwoods 

through transformational park experiences.  

*** 

To schedule an interview, contact Robin Carr at (415) 971-3991 or redwoods@landispr.com. 

 

 

Save the Redwoods League 
One of the nation’s longest-running conservation organizations, 
Save the Redwoods League has been protecting and restoring 
redwood forests since 1918. The League has connected 
generations of visitors with the beauty and serenity of the 
redwood forest. The nonprofit’s 29,000 members have enabled 
the organization to protect more than 216,000 acres of 
irreplaceable forest in 66 state, national and local parks and 
reserves. For information, please visit SaveTheRedwoods.org. 

 

https://www.savetheredwoods.org/project/lost-coast-redwoods/
https://secure.savetheredwoods.org/a/lostcoastredwoods
https://www.savetheredwoods.org/forever-forest/
mailto:redwoods@landispr.com
https://www.savetheredwoods.org/?s_src=pressrelease-srlweb&s_subsrc=pr_02092021
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